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Letter from Eliza Symonds Bell to Alexander Graham

Bell, March 13, 1875, with transcript

Tutelo Heights, Brantford, Ont., Can., Home, March 13th, 75. (Prof. A. Graham Bell, Care

of Mrs. Saunders, 292 Essex Street, Salem, Mass. U. S.) My dear Aleck,

I have sent two letters to Salemsince the first of March, both of which we trust you have

now got, though you had not received them when you wrote on the 5th. Carrie also

wrote, but she tells me she directed her letter “University, Boston”, so if it has not come

to hand, you will know what to enquire for. She has been down this Afternoon for half an

hour, and is looking very well. The house she says, is in great confusion as the Sams

leave tomorrow. Sam and John drive the furniture and effects, while his wife and Lizzie

Ballachey go by the cars. Mary Ballachey was married to Tom Goode on Friday, and is off

on a trip to Buffalo, and Niagara. Mrs. Ottaway has accepted our invitation and will (D. V.)

be out in May.

We were glad to find by your letter that matters looked so hopeful for your success,

and hope most earnestly you will not be disappointed. It is a great matter to have such

influential friends, for without, merit however great, is often lost. Did I tell you Papa had

been made a Justice of the Peace? He has also been offered the Presidency 2 of the

Horticultural Society, but this he has declined. I told you in my last, that Uncle David had

purchased a large portion of the woods beside us, and intends to put up a house upon

the plan of ours. Papa wishes your Uncle had made up his mind sooner, for he wants

a brick house and now not a brick is to be obtained till it is made, and of course there

must be a long delay before the house is up. They must leave the one they are in before

the first of May. We have proposed that they should all come here, during the building

period. I dare say with the help of Mrs. Mitchell's bed-room, or Mrs. Brooks', we should be

able to manage. Papa and Uncle have engagements at Toronto some time in April. The
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weather within these two or three days, has been milder and the snow gradually lessening.

Yesterday Afternoon all the young people from Town, accompanied by one of the Miss

Reids(or Reeds) came up here for a snow-shoeing exploit in the clearing of the woods.

They all came here to tea, with their stockings and petticoats so thoroughly wet, that they

had to be taken off. While these things were being dried, five young ladies took possession

of the bed in your room!!

Mrs. Mitchell is now quite well again, and Mr. Van is better. Aunt Ellen thinks it not at all

unlikely that Chester will be over this summer. Papa is writing a few lines so I will conclude

with dear love, ever my dear Aleck,

Your affectionate Mother, E. G. Bell.


